
In 1976, Exxon Minerals announced plans to mine a massive 

sulfide orebody near Crandon, Wisconsin

In 2003, after over 20 years of technical investigation and 

review, the project was abandoned.

Groundwater flow modeling was a key part of the 

environmental review process.



Simulating groundwater flow 

for the proposed Crandon mine 

ïwhat did we learn?
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Why this talk?

ÅCurrently renewed interest in mining in Wisconsin and 
adjacent states
ïGogebic project

ïFracsand

ïMassive sulfide deposits

ïProjects in Minnesota and Michigan

ÅPublic/private skepticism of groundwater models
ïMining

ïHigh-capacity well approvals

ïCumulative impacts

ïCAFO studies

Å²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ

First, some backgroundé
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Wisconsin has a long mining history, and significant orebodies


