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Nitrate Yields

JEQ, David et al. (2010)



www.iowaagwateralliance .com

Iowa Agriculture Water Alliance

ÅMission

ï Increase the pace and scale of farmer-led efforts 

to improve water quality

ÅFounding organizations

ï Iowa Corn Growers Association

ï Iowa Pork Producers Association

ï Iowa Soybean Association
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Å Iowa State University

Å Univ. of IA / Iowa Flood Center

Å Greater Des Moines Partnership

Å Iowa League of Cities

Å City of Cedar Rapids

Å IDNR, IDALS

Å USDA-ARS, NRCS

Å USGS

Å Iowa Finance Authority

Å LICA

Å ACWA, AAI (ag retail)

Å The Nature Conservancy

Å Practical Farmers of IA

Å Pheasants Forever

Å Conservation Districts of IA

Å SWCS

Å Beef, Dairy, Turkey, Egg

Å IA Soybean, IA Corn, IA Pork

Å IA Farm Bureau

IAWA Advisory Council
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ÅConservation Infrastructure

ÅMiddle Cedar River Programs

ÅSponsored Projects

ÅOne Water

Outline
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Conservation Infrastructure
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Note:  With inflation, the cost 
of the investment in drainage 
just in Iowa would be roughly 
$7.3B
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Need = Opportunity for Economic Growth and 

Innovation

Cover Crops
ÅNow: ~700K acres now

ÅNeed: 12-17M acres

Future Opportunities
Å 300,000 acres of seed production
Å 300 aerial seed applicators
Å млллΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇƭŀƴǘŜǊǎ
Å мллΩǎ-млллΩǎ ǎŜŜŘ ŎƭŜŀƴŜǊǎ
Å 17,000 semis to transport seed
Å ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧ
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Need = Opportunity for Economic Growth and 

Innovation

Bioreactors / Saturated Buffers
ÅNow: ~85 installed

ÅNeed: 120,000 or more

Future Opportunities
Å Engineering design
Å Materials
Å Construction
Å Monitoring
Å Maintenance
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CI Co -Chairs Vision and 

Definition of Success

VISION: We envision a prosperous, 
sustainable and resilient Iowa with HEALTHY 
SOIL AND WATER and ECONOMICALLY 
VIBRANT COMMUNITIES that is recognized as 
THE national leader in both agriculture and 
conservation.

Economic 

development

DEFINITION OF SUCCESS: Conservation practices are 
economically compelling and easier for farmers and 
landowners to implement. Increased investments in 
conservation practices that lead to healthy soil and improved 
water quality for the benefits of all Iowans and downstream 
communities. 


