Farmers, Cities, Ag Retall and More:
Diverse Partnerships Working to
Improve Water Quality in lowa
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lowa Agriculture Water Alliance

A Mission

I Increase the pace and scale of farmer-led efforts
to improve water quality

A Founding organizations
I lowa Corn Growers Association
I lowa Pork Producers Association
I lowa Soybean Association




IJAWA Advisory Councill

A lowa State University A The Nature Conservancy
A Univ. of IA/ lowa Flood Center A Practical Farmers of |A

A Greater Des Moines Partnership A Pheasants Forever

A lowa League of Cities A Conservation Districts of 1A
A City of Cedar Rapids A SWCS

A IDNR, IDALS A Beef, Dairy, Turkey, Egg

A USDA-ARS, NRCS A 1A Soybean, IA Corn, IA Pork
A USGS A 1A Farm Bureau

A lowa Finance Authority

A LICA

A

ACWA, AAI (ag retail)
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Outline

A Conservation Infrastructure

A Middle Cedar River Programs
A Sponsored Projects

A One Water
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Conservation Infrastructure
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PAYING $307,000 000
'FORIOWA DRAINAGE

Prlva"te Owners of Farms to
Spend All But $60,000,000
of the Sum.

TO RECLAIM SWAMP LANDS

Values WIll Be Increased Millions of
‘Dollars, -Making the State One of
the Richest for Agriculture.

NY Times: September 22, 1910

BURLINGTON, Jowa, ;Sept. 22.—So
quietly that the fact has qot hecome
kponown widely, Iowa farmers have been
arranging foir drainage improvements [n
thelr low lands at a cost that will come
within £83,000,000 of egualing the expense
of building the Papama Canal. The gen-
eral public lias little conception of the
extent of the enterprise which will In-
crease the value of Jowa lands by mill-
ions of dollars.

The total expenditures now planned In
Jowsa In these improvemenis is figured at
$£307,000,000, This =ervice will Tesult in
reclalming thousands of acres of the
most wvaluable land in the world, and
carry out in good measure the poliex
urged by James J. Hill of making every
uie possible of the swamp lands of the
West. Mucin of the work has been start-
ecd already in the various river countles
in the State. and some of it has been fin-
ished. WWhen completed ¥owa will be
among the richest agricultural States in
ilhie world.

Excavatlng alarge dltch usmg steam power, circa 1910.

'Di\m-:

Hand digging tile, Boone Co. |A. ca 1914
Source: “An lowa album: 3 photographic history,
1860-1920° by M. J. Bennet, University of lowa Press,
lowa City, lowa

Note: With inflation, the cost
of the investment in drainage
just in lowa would be roughly
$7.3B







Need = Opportunity for Economic Growth and
/nnovation

Cover Crops
A Now: ~700K acres now
A Need: 1217M acres

Future Opportunities

300,000 acres of seed productio
A 300 aerial seed applicators
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17,000 semis to transport seed
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Need = Opportunity for Economic Growth and
/nnovation

Bioreactors / Saturated Buffers
A Now: ~85 installed
A Need: 120,000 or more

Future Opportunities
Engineering design
Materials
Construction
Monitoring
Maintenance

oo To T T Do

www.iowaagwateralliance ~.com



Cl Co -Chairs Vision and
Definition of Success

Economic
development

VISIONWe envision a prosperous,
sustainable and resilient lowa with HEALTH

SOIL AND WATER and ECONOMICALLY
VIBRANT COMMUNITIES that is recognize§l as
THE national leader in both agriculture and
conservation

IAWA__—
IOWA AGRICULTURE
WATER ALLIANCE

DEFINITION OF SUCCE®S8servation practices are
economically compelling and easier for farmers and
landowners to implement. Increased investments in

conservation practices that lead to healthy soil and improve

water quality for the benefits of all lowans and downstrea
communities.
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