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What is OIT, 

anyways?
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Presentation Topics

Why we need a species rule?
Explanation of NR 40
How to use the rule
NR 40 in action
Resources for public 

involvement
The future of NR 40



Invasive Species are non-native organisms 

that become established in natural 

communities, wild areas and water ways, and 

replace native species, causing ecological 

harm.





Socio-Economic Impacts 

of Invasive Species

Decreased natural beauty and tourism.

Hunting/hiking in wetlands made impassable or 
unusable.

Recreational boating and fish habitat disrupted.

Human health concerns: toxic and allergenic 
species.

Wild rice habitat risks loss of production.

Pasturelands degraded.

Negative water quality and flooding impacts.

Lake and waterway infrastructure degraded.



Deliberate introduction accounts for 

the majority of invasive plant species 

Accidental introductions are an important source of invasive plants in the continental United States: Lehan et. al 2013

https://bsapubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.3732/ajb.1300061


http://invasivespecies.wi.gov/

http://invasivespecies.wi.gov/


Wisconsin Chapter NR 40: 

Invasive species rule for certain 

“viable organisms”
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/001/40.pdf

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/nr/001/40.pdf


Categories:

 PLANTS

 ALGAE AND CYANOBACTERIA

 FISH AND CRAYFISH

 AQUATIC INVERTEBRATES EXCEPT CRAYFISH

 TERRESTRIAL INVERTEBRATES AND PLANT DISEASE-CAUSING 

MICROORGANISMS

 TERRESTRIAL AND AQUATIC VERTEBRATES EXCEPT FISH

 FUNGUS 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/documents/nr40lists.pdf

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/documents/nr40lists.pdf


Regulatory Categories:

Prohibited Species:

Not yet in the state or established in pioneer 

populations only

High potential for environmental impacts

 It is still feasible to eradicate and prevent their 

spread statewide

Cannot possess, transport, transfer, or introduce

P



Regulatory Categories:

Restricted Species: 

Already established in the state

High environmental impacts

Complete eradication unlikely

Cannot transport, transfer, or introduce

R



Prohibited/Restricted 

Split listed

and

Restricted Frontier







NR 40 in action:



Name this plant:



Name this plant:



https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/invasives/fact/yellowfloatingheart.html

Nymphoides peltata

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/invasives/fact/yellowfloatingheart.html


Stepped EnforcementStepped Enforcement

0. Education and Outreach



Yellow Floating Heart: Eradication plan and BMP



Porcelain berry (Ampelopsis brevipedunculata)

P

















https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/bmp.html

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/bmp.html


https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/bmp.html

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/bmp.html


https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Wetlands/documents/WetlandInvasiveBMP.pdf

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Wetlands/documents/WetlandInvasiveBMP.pdf


https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/bmp.html

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/bmp.html


https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/bmp.html

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/bmp.html


Resources for alternatives:

Midwest Invasive Species Network (MIPN.org)



Emerging Pathways: 

Farmers Markets

Grocery live tanks

Floral wreaths/displays



Emerging Pathways:
Online vendors 

 Issues with regulation, synonyms, raw scale

GLDRITOR pending, but not yet ready.

Ipomea aquatic 

(water spinach) seeds



Updates to NR 40 coming in ~2022…



1. Sign up to get emails on public hearings, emerging threats, 

rule updates, and more.

2. Call or email DNR. We are here to help!

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/classification.html

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/classification.html




Please report new populations of 

prohibited species!

Email: invasive.species@Wisconsin.gov

Visit: https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/report.html

Call the anonymous tip line: 1-800-847-9367

mailto:invasive.species@Wisconsin.gov
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/report.html


Thank you, AWRA!
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